A Community Pharmacist on the Primary Health Care Team

Introduction

Both the Fyke Commission, and the Romanow Report recognize the role that primary care plays in ensuring the sustainability of our health care system.  As such, health authorities across the country are in the process of developing and implementing action plans for reforming primary health care. 

We believe, that pharmacists are in the ideal position to contribute significantly to the primary care team.   Pharmacy has long been regarded as one of the most trusted professions.  This, combined with our accessibility to the public puts pharmacists in an obvious position to be a major “point-of-entry” into the health care system.  As such, Stueck Pharmacy has chosen to take a proactive approach towards primary care by funding a year-long initiative in which we hope to develop a practice model in accordance with the recently released Fyke Commission where the pharmacist plays an integral role on the primary care team. 

Objectives

The ultimate goal is the enhancement of patient care, which we hope to achieve through:

-initiating a positive working relationship with local physicians, nurses, and other health care professionals

-maintaining continuity of care

-identifying potential and/or actual drug related problems

-promoting patient participation in their own health care through individual patient and group drug and disease education

-emphasizing disease prevention and maintenance rather than reactive treatments

Scope of Practice
Ideally, services will be provided on a referral basis with the pharmacist being available for an average of 20 hours a week.  Dr. X has indicated that an office is available for use at the Leader Medical Clinic, which would allow for enhanced communication among all involved health care professionals.  

Although certainly not comprehensive, services provided by the pharmacist will include:

-patient medication and chart reviews to screen for potential/actual drug related problems, ideally before patient is seen by physician

-pharmacotherapy consultation, including attending rounds at both the hospital and long-term care home.


-when necessary, patient monitoring and follow-up

frequent communication with home care nurses regarding the health status and needs of non-institutionalized patients

-home visits to those patients who require drug information, monitoring, and compliance assessment

Because this position is a prototype, the pharmacist position will remain dynamic, and be adaptable to best fit the needs of the community and the health district.

Pharmacist interventions, recommendations, physician acceptance and patient outcomes will be documented and presented at the end of the initiative to the appropriate government agencies and participants, in hopes of demonstrating the potential benefits of pharmacists in primary care.

Funding

Funding for this year-long initiative will be the sole responsibility of Stueck Pharmacy.

